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Golf made its first appearance in the 
United States in 1873, but it took nearly 
25 years before people started hitting the 
links in Green Bay. 

The first U.S. golf course opened in 
Sarasota, Fla. A group of Green Bay and 
De Pere men were smitten by the idea 
and finally organized a club here in 1903. 

Many of those men had played the 
game in Chicago. Others had seen 
tournaments staged from 1895 to 1902 in 
other cities by the U.S. Golf Association, 
which formed in 1894-95. That organiza¬ 
tion sent bulletins to prominent men in 
many communities, 
including Green Bay. 
First H.O. Fairchild, Fred C. 

A < A Cady, Dr. A.O. Olmstead, 

J.H. Tayler, L.W. Kemnitz 
four-part and Austin Larsen of 
rpriflc Green Bay, J.P. Dousman, 
William W. Workman and 
John Bergstrom of De 
Pere gathered in Fair¬ 
child’s tew office on Feb. 23,1903 and 
incorporated as a country club. Fairchild 
was named president, and Cady was 
picked as secretary-treasurer. 

The club name had already been select¬ 
ed: Wau-Be-Nuk-Qua (Menominee Indian 
for “Morning Star" and the name of the 
wife of Chief Ashwaubemie, for whom the 
town of Ashwaubenon was named). 

Negotiations began to lease the De 
Pere Electric Park grounds between Web¬ 
ster Avenue and Riverside Drive from 
The Fox River Electric Railway Co. That 
company’s inter-urban tracks ran along 
the edge of the present St. Norbert Abbey 
grounds. 

A nine-hole golf course was laid out on 
both aides of the inter-urban tracks. The 
old park pavillion was enclosed and grad¬ 
ually converted into a clubhouse. Tennis 
and croquet courts were added. 

Memberships were sold at an un¬ 
specified fee with annual dues of $15. * . 
Ninety-three members enrolled the first 
year. 

Norman Nuss of De Pere was one of 
the club’s caddies. Each caddie had to 
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build up a tee for his golfer. A pail of 
sand and a bucket of water were provided 
at each tee. Caddies, at 10 cents a round, 
were expected to wet a handful of the 
sand and build up a tee from which play- ' 
ers drove their D»otty Dimple, Jack Rab¬ 
bit and Black Diamond golf balls. 

The street car company cooperated by 
reducing the one-way fare from Green 
Bay to seven cents and even renamed one 
of its two open summer cars the “Wau-Be- 
Nuk-Qua.” Green Elay members rode the 

trolley to and from the club while De Jerome North. Only a few women played 
Pere members walked over. The latter 
often carried lanterns to light their way 
home after dark. 

Many considered Dr. A. Olmsted, 

Henry Erickson, Jules Parmentier Sr.. Ed 
Warren, Douglas Basche. Judge Carlton 
Merrill good players of the time The 
Joannes family belonged to the club as 
did W.P. Wagner, Charles T. Kimball and 
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wane. During the winter of 1912-13 the 
lease on the property’ expired and was not 
Over the years the club acquired an renewed, 
impressive mantel-piece of trophies. They The only reminder of its existence for 
included the Cady. Dousman and Kendall residents of De Pere’s Urbandale and 
Gups for men and the Weatherly, Martin, Daviswood subdivisions is a misspelled 
Washburn and Fairchild Trophies for street name the Waubaunuqua 

women. Trail. 

By the end of tbe decade, interest in For the next three years, the hardcore 

the sport declined and the club started to . golfer went to Appleton to play. 
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Old T&C course is now a subdivision 


Golf in Brown County had a rocky 
start before the sport finally caught 
on. 

In 1915, some of the veterans of the 
Wau-Be-Nuk-Qua Club met to form a 
new club — the Fox River Valley 
Country Club. 

By 1916, players had a nine-hole 
private golf course in Allouez. The 
3,143-yard course layout was between 
Webster Avenue and Riverside 
Drive. Interest and popularity in golf 
gained new support- 
ers, but the club only 
had nine holes and no 
room to expand and 
eventually followed 
the same path as its 
predecessors. 

By 1928, after sever- 
___ al of its most promi¬ 
nent members pulled 
out to form the Oneida 
Golf and Riding Club, it folded. 

The Fox River Valley Country 
Club was sold to the Chicago Land¬ 
scape Co., which turned it into the 
first public fee course. The name was 
changed to the Green Bay Golf 
Course. Joseph Sturm was the course 
manager in its first year of operation 
followed by W.E. Hood and Ed 
Engelhart. In 1930, the Green Bay 
Press-Gazette staged its first Brown 
County Open Golf Tournament and 
drew nearly 100 entries. 
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In the early 1940s, Vince Henrie 
bought the golf course property and 
with some modifications renamed it 
The Town and Country Club. Danny 
Griffin managed the bar. 


Town and Country flourished dur¬ 
ing the next two decades as a nine- 
hole golf course, driving range and 
nine-hole par-three course. 

In the 1960s the site was purchased 
by a group of investors: Leo Borde- 
leau, Dr. R. Goelz, Jim Heyrman, 
Ralph Paulson and Don Soquet. Rex 
Joslin was the manager. 

On Nov. 19, 1976, real estate de¬ 
velopers Robert Pious and Alan 
Kane bought the course. The fol¬ 
lowing spring, they sent out invita¬ 
tions to play the last round of golf on 
April 29,1977. At 2 p.m. the same 
day, they broke ground to start con¬ 
struction of home sites. 

At about the same time, real estate 
developer Thomas Skogg acquired 
the three-par, nine-hole course along 
the west side of Riverside Drive and 
built the Willowbrook corporate 
office building. 

The supper club closed in 1993. All 
that remains is the building that was 
affectionately called the “T & C” — 
known as the gathering place for 
cocktails served up by Joe Selisscn, 
sing a-longs at the piano bar and 
great dining provided by chef Hallie 
Titel. Regulars were never surprised 
to walk in and visit with one of its 
neighborhood patrons who lived 
down the street — Vince Lombardi. 

Submitted by Carol Jones of the 
Brown County Historical Society. 
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Ready to tee off: Florence McMasters and 
Marion Spude were two of the area’s early 
golfers. This photo was taken in the 1930s, 



Sam Snead shot 66 at Oneida course 


By 1928, stockholders of the Fox 
River Valley Country Club decided to 
build a new 18-hole course, and the 
Oneida Golf & Riding Club corporation 
was formed. Land was purchased about 
seven miles west of Green Bay, and 
work started in the spring of 1928. The 
founding group of investors put under 
option 450 acres of a site that lay a half 
mile west of property formerly known 
as Sullivan Flats. 

• Founding officers were Andrew Turn- 
bull, president; Dr. Walter Tippett, 
vice-president; Paul Romig, secretary 
and Arnold Pamperin, treasurer. The 
committee secured golf architect F. 
Pelcher and James Pendergast, a con¬ 
sulting engineer for the U.S. Gold & 

Architects, Inc. of Chica- 
go, to design the COUTSe. 
yij , j Charter members were 

■ , " 11 required to purchase 

in 8 $100 worth of stock and 

fmrniri pay annua ^ dues f° r fiun* 
ily memberships ranging 
M H OS between $30-40 annually. 

_ The cost of the entire 

project was completed in 

1928 and estimated at $41,866. In June, 

1929 play began at the private course 
and it soon became one of the show 
places of the state. It consisted of 6,742 
yards that spread across 200 acres. 

The original buildings consisted of a 
locker room and a stable area for the 
club’s horseback riders. The clubhouse 
was added in the 1930s. By 1957, the 
number of structures grew to include 
riding stables, swimming pool and 
cabana. Riding was phased out in the 
1980s. 

By 1934, membership increased to 
more than 200. By 1934, the course’s 
par was broken only twice with Mas¬ 
ter’s Champion Horton Smith calling 
the course "an endurance test.’’ 

Sam Snead, Walter Hagen, Ben 
Hogan and Jack Nicklaus took to the 
links over the years, with Sam Snead 
setting a course record of 66 that stood 



Throughout this year of 
Wisconsin’s Sesquicentennial 



celebration, the _ 

Press-Gazette 
will publish a /s/frAA) 

series of hf dspsp 

stories on [|l /If / pf 

local history. \o\ j J' 

This feature, 
prepared with V 

the assistance of the 


Brown County Historical 
Society, will appear on 
Mondays. 



Photos courtesy of Brown County Historical Society 

Golf and horses: The 1950s aerial view, above, of Oneida Golf & 
Riding Club shows the clubhouse (top center), swimming pool and a 
horse show. Below is original clubhouse as shown on a 1930s post¬ 
card. 



for 20 years. 

Among the charter members at¬ 
tending the 20th anniversary of the 
club in 1949 were: J.A. Adams, H.B. 
Cleereman, H.L. Conley, J.I. Christo- 
pherson, J.M. Conway, Andrew B. 
Turnbull, F.P. Comelisen, S.J. Camp¬ 
bell, Miss Bernice Campbell, Dr. and 
Mrs. L.B. Gilling, Mr. and Mrs. W.F. 
Kerwin, Mr. and Mrs. C.A. Lawton, Dr. 
and Mrs. G.J. Mortell, Dr. and Mrs. 

A.J. McCarey, Dr. and Mrs. L.C. Popp, 
Mr. and Mrs. A.A. Reimer, Mr. and 
Mrs. Earl Skogg, Mr. and Mrs. Walter 
Scherf, Mr. and Mrs. G.A. Valentine, 
Mr. and Mrs. H.G. Wintgen, Mr. and 
Mrs. N.M. Wahl and Mr. and Mrs. H.L 
Woodin. 

W. Frank Kerwin was the first club 


British Air Forces and builder of sever¬ 
al courses in the east and south. 

The third and fourth annual Brown 
County Open Tournament was played 
at Oneida with F.P. Comelisen winning 
both of them. 

(Submitted by Carol Jones, Brown 
County Historical Society) 


champion player followed by A.C. Wit- 
teborg, E.A. Spachmann and L.C. 
Christensen. 

Among the early Junior members 
were Roland Kennedy, Jr., Robert 
Gage, Carrol Schmidt and John Gosin. 

The first club professional was Mer¬ 
rill S. Maisack, former aviator with the 
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Work on Shorewood 
course started in ’31 


In the spring of 1930, a group of 
golfers believing the facilities of the 
Green Bay golf course and Oneida Golf 
& Riding Club were not adequate to 
care for all who desired to play the 
game circulated petitions for the devel¬ 
opment of a municipal golf course. 

No action came of it, so the group 

decided to form a corpo- 
ration and build a nine- 


Last 
of four 


hole golf course. 

Land was purchased 
six miles north of Green 


parts 


Bay along the bay and in 
the spring of 1931, work 


was started on the course 


with plans drawn by U.S. 
Golf Architects of Chicago. It cost approx¬ 
imately $15,000 and more than 100 mem¬ 
bers joined. 

On Aug. 8,1931, the course was offi¬ 
cially opened for play with Clayton 
Pichette as professional. 

It was operated as a semi-public course 
with play being permitted by members of 
the club and golfers who paid green fees. 

Harry Nicholson was president for 
the first year succeeded by George 
Biebel, P.M. Tetzlaff, Roy Madden and 
John Denny. 

In 1932, Gideon Kane won the men’s 


championship and Adeline Jenquin was 
women’s champion. 

By the end of the 1930s, Shorewood 


was expanded to an 18-hole course. The 
second annual Brown County Open 
Tournament sponsored by the Press- 
Gazette was played here. 

The course flourished for the next 


three decades. 


In June, 1966, approval was given to 
begin initial plans and surveys for a new 
University of Wisconsin-Green Bay with 
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classes scheduled to being in the fall of 

1908. 

The last Shorewood officers were 
Fred Schwartz, Ken Ausloos and J. 
Ryan. 

The university took ownership in 
1969, and Shorewood’s 18-hole course 
was reduced to nine holes. It continues 
as a public recreational facility today. 

Submitted by the Brown County 
Historical Society. 


